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6 law school report
Prestigious legal honor 
society chooses SUNY 
Buffalo Law  
A
prestigious legal honor so-
ciety, whose philosophical
roots stretch back to me-
dieval English jurispru-
dence, has chosen SUNY
Buffalo Law School as its newest 
member.
The Order of the Coif – often called
the law school equivalent of Phi Beta
Kappa – extended the invitation follow-
ing a lengthy and thorough application
process. SUNY Buffalo Law is the only
new chapter granted this year by the or-
ganization. Buffalo joins a selective list
of law schools that have received this
honor – a group that includes Yale,
Stanford, Cornell, Michigan, UC
Berkeley, Chicago, Georgetown and
Northwestern.
The organization’s criteria for ad-
mittance include commitment to supe-
rior legal education, a stimulating intel-
lectual environment, dedicated teach-
ing faculty who also produce quality re-
search, instruction in both basic and
new areas of the law, and rich and var-
ied co-curricular activities, such as law
journals, moot trial and appellate
courts. In addition, the school’s student
body must have varied educational
backgrounds and excellent academic
credentials, and the staff of the law li-
brary must provide a high level of assis-
tance to the school’s teaching and
scholarship.
“We are delighted to take our place
in the Order of the Coif alongside other
highly regarded law schools,” said
SUNY Buffalo Law Dean Makau W.
Mutua. “This recognition is an affirma-
tion of the star quality of our faculty, the
hard work of our staff and the high
standards of our students. We are dedi-
cated to educating new lawyers who are
both deeply grounded in legal theory
and conversant in the professional skills
they will need in practice. We are grati-
fied that our commitment to the best
educational experience for our students
is being acknowledged in such a public
way.”
Through its chapter of the honor
society, SUNY Buffalo Law will honor
the top 10 percent of each year’s gradu-
ating class with membership in the Or-
der of the Coif. In addition to honoring
the best law students, the Order of the
Coif confers a triennial book award, ar-
guably the most prestigious award giv-
en for legal scholarship, and sponsors a
national lecture series, through which
member schools bring outstanding
scholars to their campuses.
In medieval England, the Order of
the Coif comprised the sergeants-at-
law from whom the ranks of judges
were drawn. (The coif, pronounced
“koyf,” was a round white cloth that
these barristers wore atop their wig.)
The contem-
porary Ameri-
can version began
in the early 1900s at Northwestern Uni-
versity Law School as a way to encour-
age excellence in legal education na-
tionwide. 
While all the Buffalo tenured faculty
are invited to join the Order, several
were made members at their law school
graduation, includingKim Diana Con-
nolly (Georgetown University),who is
now serving as secretary of the Buffalo
chapter. Other Coif members on the
faculty are Philip Halpern (University
of Pennsylvania), Stephen Paskey (Uni-
versity of Maryland), John Henry
Schlegel (University of Chicago) and
Robert I. Reis (New York University). 
A longtime member, Reis says that
when he joined the order, he received a
solid gold key designed with the tradi-
tional figure of a sergeant wearing a
wig. “It was back in 1964,” he recalled,
“when gold was only $22 an ounce.” 
Professor Robert I. Reis holds his key
from the Order of the Coif, circa 1964.
